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The Events of the Week 
leading up to the death of 

the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

A proposed chronological account of the Passion 
Week taken from the Gospels. 

 

 
Events of the Passion Week of Jesus. 

 
For many people, the events of the week of Jesus death are 
confusing – and somehow daunting to read. Set out below is a 
chronological order of the events of the week we know as the 
Passion Week. They span from Palm Sunday to Resurrection 
Sunday, with some notes at the end about the events that took 
place between the Resurrection of Christ and the giving of the 
Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 
 
These events are given a great deal of time and space in the 
Gospels. As you read through them, perhaps you will discover 
again the wonder of how God changed the world, and how he 
secured our destinies through the death and the resurrection of 
His wonderful Son for us. 
 
Why not take the readings for each day and use them as a guide 
in this week that runs up to the commemoration of the death and 
the resurrection of Jesus. 
 
You will note from the readings that I have set the crucifixion of 
Jesus on what we commonly call Maundy Thursday. There is 
good biblical evidence for this, as set out in the order of events 
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here detailed, and it certainly fits with the fulfilment of the ‘three 
days in the tomb’ prophecy of both Jonah and Christ’s own words. 
That being said, it is still right and proper that we stand with the 
long tradition of remembering the death of Jesus on ‘Good Friday’ 
as we have come to call it. 
 
May God use these readings as an aid to remember such love and 
mercy. 
 

The Passion Week is recorded in: 
 

♦ Matt 26–27 
 

♦ Mark 14–15 
 

♦ Luke 22:23 
 

♦ John 12 –19. 
 
 
Palm Sunday - The Triumphal (?) Entry 
 
The time is probably about late March, and the Feast of Passover 
is near. The time for the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross is only 
days away. For the Jews, Passover is perhaps the most important 
religious feast of the year – and it comes at the beginning of the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread, which itself lasts for seven days. The 
Passover remembers the deliverance of the Jews from the 
Egyptians and their Exodus into the desert. On the Passover 
itself, the paschal lamb is killed, as it was at the very beginning 
of the Exodus itself. The blood of the lamb was sprinkled on the 
door-frames and lintels of the houses of the Israelites. As the 
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Angel of Death – the tenth plaque, visited the land, only those 
who were shielded by the blood of the lamb were spared. Every 
other home saw the death of the firstborn son. Jesus, as the 
perfect Lamb of God – and the only son of God the Father, is 
about to die for the salvation of all who would recognise and 
accept the power of his blood. 
 
On what has become known as Palm Sunday, Jesus is 
approaching Jerusalem and his enemies are already organising 
themselves to ensure his death. Yet in a sense the final chapter of 
his journey to the cross begins as he actually enters the city 
itself, in what has become known as The Triumphal Entry.  He 
enters the city riding on a simple colt, and is met by a crowd who 
are shouting praises to God for having given them this great 
prophet they now have before them.  Yet the truth is that most of 
them still do not understand the true nature of his purpose – and 
they certainly do not understand who he himself truly is, and 
there are many who do not believe in him in any way at all. Yet 
this is, in a real sense, the most boisterous welcome that he has 
received in his ministry so far, and his enemies will fear a growth 
in his popularity. 
 
The events of the day: 
 
♦ The crowd meets Jesus – John 12:12-13 
♦ Jesus sends for the colt – Matthew 21:1-7; Mark 11:1-7; Luke 

19:29-35; John 12:14-16. 
♦ Jesus enters Jerusalem – Matthew 21:8-9; Mark 11:8-10; Luke 

19:36-40 
♦ Jesus foretells his own destruction – Luke 19:41-44. 
♦ Jesus popularity is recognised – Matthew 21:10-11; John 12:17-

19 
♦ Jesus returns to Bethany – Matthew 21:17; Mark 11:11 
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Monday. 
 
Jesus popularity is still somehow at a high peak, and children 
sing praise to him as if to thank him for his continual 
remembrance of them.  Yet in a contrast, the synoptic Gospel 
writers, Matthew, Mark and Luke, record the incident of Jesus 
clearing the temple that John records at the beginning of Jesus 
ministry. If this is a second ‘cleansing’ of the temple, then Jesus 
is taking a last opportunity to somehow ‘purify’ the temple. You 
can imagine the anger and the resentment that his actions must 
have caused the merchants, the money lenders and the religious 
leaders – but they must bide their time in the light of Jesus 
popularity in the city. 
 
Jesus also begins to speak very freely of his crucifixion, and 
explains his purpose in it. Yet there are still many who do not 
believe it will be this way – and John writes that even their 
disbelief is the fulfilment of prophecy about these times. 
 
It is now that Jesus leaves Bethany and places a curse on an 
unfruitful fig tree, an event he will later use to show the power of 
faith. 
 
The events of the day: 
 
♦ Unfruitful Fig tree – Matthew 21:18-19; Mark 11:12-14. 
♦ Jesus cleanses the temple – Matthew 21:12-13; Mark 11:15-17; 

Luke 19: 45-46 
♦ The plot delayed – Matthew 11:18; Luke 19:47-48. 
♦ Children praise Jesus – Matthew 21: 14-16. 
♦ The purpose of Christ’s death – John 12:20-26 
♦ Foretelling the crucifixion – Jon 12:27-33 
♦ A call to walk in the light – John 12:34-36 
♦ Return to Bethany – Mark 11:19 
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Tuesday  
 
Morning. 
 
The last Tuesday of the life of Christ is a day of great 
confrontation between the religious leaders who have gathered in 
Jerusalem for Passover.  Using parables, Jesus points out that 
those who have gone before these leaders have always rejected 
the messengers of God just as the current leaders are rejecting 
Him. The Pharisees are enraged at this and they try to trap 
Jesus into making a statement for which he can be arrested. But 
when he answers them he also silences them, and they cannot 
find a basis for a charge. 
 
The Sadducees then join the Pharisees. These two groups clash 
with one another over many issues – but they are both 
threatened by the teaching of Jesus, and for that reason the two 
enemies unite against their common foe. The Sadducees do not 
believe in the resurrection and they try to catch Jesus out on the 
question of life after death, but again Jesu answers them in a 
way that silences them. 
 
When a Pharisee asks Jesus about the greatest commandment, 
Jesus’ reply goes to the heart of his whole message and ministry. 
Jesus then confronts both groups because they have failed to 
understand the true meaning of worship and of service to god. As 
He watches a widow give all that she has, although it is only two 
small coins, Jesus shows her example of true spirituality. 
 
Events of the Morning: 
 
♦ Lessons from the fig tree – Matthew 21:20-22; Mark 11:20-26 

(From Bethany to Jerusalem) 
♦ Authority of Jesus questioned – Matthew 21:23-27; Mark 11:27-

33; Luke 20:1-8 
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♦ Parable of the two sons – Matthew 21: 28-32 
♦ Parable of the murderous tenants – Matthew 21:33-41; Mark 

12:1-9; Luke 20:9-16 
♦ The rejected Stone – Matthew 21:42-44; Mark 12:10,11; Luke 

20: 17-18. 
♦ Religious leaders angered – Matthew 21: 45-46; Mark 12:12; 

Luke 20: 19. 
♦ Parable of the wedding banquet – Matthew 22:1-14 
♦ Leaders ask about taxes – Matthew 22: 15-22; Mark 12:13-17; 

Luke 20; 20-26 
♦ Resurrection Questioned – Matthew 22: 23-33; Mark 12; 18-27; 

Luke 20; 27-38 
♦ The greatest commandment – Matthew 22; 34-40; Mark 12; 28-

34; Luke 20: 39-40 
♦ Jesus asks about ancestry – Matthew 22:41-46; Mark 12: 35-37; 

Luke 20: 41-44 
♦ Self-righteousness condemned – Matthew 23:1-12; Mark 12: 38-

40; Luke 20: 45-47 
♦ False religion condemned – Matthew 23:13-15 
♦ Legalism condemned – Matthew 23: 16-22 
♦ Injustice condemned – Matthew 23: 23,24 
♦ Hypocrisy condemned – Matthew 23: 25-28 
♦ Persecution condemned – Matthew 23: 29-36 
♦ Lament over Jerusalem – Matthew 23: 37-39 
♦ Widow an example – Mark 12: 41-44; Luke 21: 1-4 
 
Teaching on Future Events. 
 
At the end of his critique, Jesus and His disciples make their way 
from the temple. One of the disciples comments on the beauty of 
the temple and it stones and Jesus makes the comment that 
there will be a time when the temple will be destroyed. Jesus and 
the disciples then go to the Mount of Olives, just outside 
Jerusalem. Peter, Andrew, James and John comes to Him 
privately because they want to know more about the destruction 
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of the temple, the end times and the signs of His return. They 
still seem to think that the end of the age will be the time when 
Jesus rises to political and earthly power. The tragedy is that the 
disciples themselves still do not understand the nature of His 
kingdom. Jesus answer has been the source of much discussion, 
debate and deliberation. 
 
There is a general agreement concerning Jesus reference to the 
destruction of the temple. Just 40 years late r- in AD 70, the 
Romans who besieged Jerusalem completely destroyed the 
temple. Most people agree that the other events that Jesus 
describes precede the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem. The 
difference is that some see the events as all happening before the 
temple’s destruction, and others see some of the events as end-
time events. Some see it as having significance in both times. 
 
Jesus underscores the need for Christians to be alert, faithful and 
ready, and he emphasises that by telling two parables describing 
eternal judgment. 
 
Events of this teaching. 
 
♦ Temple to be destroyed – Matthew 24:1-2; Mark 13: 1-2; Luke 

21:5-6 ( leaving the temple) 
♦ Disciples ask questions – Matthew 24:3; Mark 13: 3-4; Luke 

21:7 ( Mount of Olives) 
♦ Jesus tells signs – Matthew 24:4-35; <ark 13:5-31; Luke 21:8 –

33 
♦ Exact times unknown – Matthew 24:36-44; Mark 13:32-33 
♦ Jesus urges alertness – Matthew 24: 45-51; Mark 13:34-37; 

Luke 21: 34-36 
♦ Wise and Foolish Virgins - Matthew 25:1-13 
♦ Parable of the talents – Matthew 25:14-30 
♦ About last judgement – Matthew 25: 31- 46. 
 
Afternoon. 
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Jesus tells his disciples that his death is only two days away. The 
chief priests and the elders are already conspiring against him in 
the high priest’s palace. They are aware that the feast if almost 
here, and they want to have Jesus killed before then. As they try 
to plot, they are approached by Judas Iscariot, who, for his own 
reasons, has decided to betray Jesus. He comes to bargain with 
the members of the Council. They agree to pay 30 pieces of silver 
= about the price of a slave. It isn’t clear if Judas realises the full 
impact of his betrayal. Whatever else he is, Judas is covetous and 
dishonest – yet he has been the treasurer of the 12. 
 
Events of the afternoon. 
 
♦ Jesus foresees crucifixion – Matthew 26:12 
♦ Priests and elders conspire – Matthew 26:3-5; Mark 14:1-2; 

Luke 22:1-2 
♦ Judas bargains a betrayal – Matthew 26:14-16; Mark 14:10-11; 

Luke 22:3-6 
 
Wednesday. 
 
The events up to this point are set in clear days. What happens 
from there, however, seems less certain. John says little about 
the time from the ‘triumphant’ entry to the last supper. He 
simply says that despite Jesus’ teaching and miraculous works, 
many still did not believe or are too afraid. He then records what 
appears to be Jesus last appeal. I will put them on this 
Wednesday, although that is only speculative. 
 
Perhaps of more importance is the order of the Last Supper, the 
crucifixion and the resurrection. We understand the Last Supper 
to have taken place on the Thursday evening, the crucifixion on 
the Friday afternoon and the resurrection on the Sunday 
morning. That would then mean that there was a whole day of 
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inactivity  or activity which is left completely unrecorded – in 
such a packed and detailed account that seems strange. Secondly, 
if Jesus is crucified on the Friday afternoon and resurrected on 
the Sunday morning, how then does that match the prophecy  
that he would be in the tomb three days and three nights before 
being resurrected?  You can stretch it to three days – but not to 
three nights. 
 
But if the Last Supper actually took place on the Wednesday 
evening and the crucifixion and burial on the Thursday, then the 
whole slots together. It also takes account of the ways the Jews 
understood time and the way that they understood the Passover 
and the Feast of Unleavened bread. The Jewish day begins at 
sunset on the previous day. That would mean that our 
Wednesday night is their Thursday as so on. 
 
Passover is observed on the 14th day of the month of Nissan – 
which corresponds to March – April in our calendar. Passover is a 
remembrance of the Exodus. As part of its celebration, it is 
followed by the seven day Feast of Unleavened Bread, which 
reminds the Jews of the fact that their forefathers fled from 
Egypt and in this time they only eat unleavened bread.. 
According to Leviticus 23, a lamb is to be killed late on the 14th 
day (Passover) and the Passover meal eaten that evening – the 
beginning of the 15th day, which is the first day of the feast of 
unleavened bread. The entire 15th day is then a special Sabbath – 
a High Holy Day – no matter what day it may be. 
 
This then makes the events a little clearer. Matthew, Mark and 
Luke all record the preparation for the Passover on the first day 
of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the time when the lamb had to 
be slaughtered. That would mean that their preparations were at 
the beginning of the 14th day – which began on the evening of the 
13th day. (All leaven is removed from the house at this time).  
Therefore, it would seem that the disciples thought that they 
were preparing the special paschal meal that they would expect 
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to share with Jesus the following evening, and they do not 
contemplate that their regular meal together that evening would 
be their ‘last supper’ with Jesus. 
 
Although Jesus refers to the meal as part of the Passover 
celebration, he explains the importance for Him to eat this meal 
with them on the night before the actual Passover meal. He says 
-  I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer. I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfilment in 
the kingdom of God. In referring to his own suffering, it seems 
that Jesus is anticipating his own sacrificial death later that day, 
which would prevent him from partaking in the actual Passover 
Meal. 
 
John’s record eliminates all doubt that this meal takes place 
before the actual Passover meal. When Judas tells Judas, during 
the supper to do what he is about to do, some of the disciples 
thought that Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for 
the feast. As well as that, the Jews who have obtained Jesus 
arrest will not enter the High Priest’s palace for fear that they 
will be ceremonially unclean, and therefore will be unable to eat 
the Passover. Most convincing of all, however, is the fact that the 
day of Jesus crucifixion is plainly stated to be the day of 
preparation of Passover Week – i.e. the day on which the lamb is 
slaughtered for the evening meal of that day. 
 
This view of the events of the last week actually show how Jesus 
death becomes the perfect ‘type’ of the Passover Lamb. Hebrew 
law has the paschal lamb chosen on the tenth day, and ‘kept up’ 
until the 14th day – thus the day on which Jesus is crucified.  And 
the most significant thing is that Jesus, the Perfect Lamb of God, 
does not celebrate Passover with another lamb, he is the Lamb 
Himself – at the appropriate hour and time.  
 
There is, therefore, a lot of strong evidence that points to the fact 
that the Last Supper as we understand it takes place on the 
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evening before the Day of Preparation – which in our terms 
means that it took place on the Wednesday night.  The events of 
this last Wednesday include, not only Jesus’ last public teaching, 
but also the account of Peter and John finding the upper room 
and making preparations for the Passover meal. 
 
Events of that day: 
 
♦ Jesus teaches at the temple – Luke 21: 37,38 (Wednesday 

morning at the temple) 
♦ Many still do not believe – John 12:37 
♦ Their disbelief fulfils prophecy – John 12:38-41 
♦ Some are afraid – John 12:42-43 
♦ Final public appeal – John 12:44-50 
♦ Disciples make preparations – Matthew 26:17-19; Mark 14:12-

16; Luke 22: 7-13 (Upper Room Wednesday afternoon) 
 
The Upper Room. 
 
The plot to kill Jesus is taking its final form, and with the life of 
Christ reaching a crescendo, the upper room at Jerusalem 
becomes the calm in the centre of the gathering storm. Here the 
Lord and His disciples withdraw to await the Passover Feast. 
Jesus has already shown that his kingdom is imminent and the 
apostles begin to discuss who among themselves is the greatest. 
Is it conceivable that, after spending all the time that they have 
with Jesus, the 12 still have hopes of power and rank in the 
earthly kingdom? What does Jesus have to do to show them 
otherwise? He takes on the role of a servant and begins to wash 
their feet – and shows the need – not for power and position but 
for an attitude of humility and service. 
 
As the meal goes on, Jesus takes the bread and the wine and 
tells His disciples to take them as symbols of His body and His 
blood – and what we have as the Lord’s Supper is instituted.  
Then, almost as if he prepares to seal that covenant, Jesus 
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reveals Judas as the betrayer, and tells him to finish what he 
has begun. 
 
Jesus then calls the disciples to love one another, not just 
because of the petty rivalries which continue to divide them, but 
also because Jesus knows that they will need that love and 
support in order to endure the challenges soon coming their way. 
 
Jesus tells them that he is going away and Peter says that he 
wants to follow. Peter insists, and says that he is willing to die 
for Jesus. Luke and John record the first of two warnings that 
Peter will deny Jesus before dawn. Matthew and Mark show that 
Jesus repeats the warning a little later in a different setting as 
the disciples make their way to the Mount of Olives.  
 
The events of the upper room begin with Jesus expressing his 
love to the disciples. 
 
Events in the Upper room: 
 
♦ Importance of the Occasion – Luke 22:14-16 (Upper Room) 
♦ Institution of Memorial  - Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25;; 

Luke 22:17-20 
♦ Jesus hints of betrayer – Luke 22:21-23 
♦ Apostles dispute – Luke 22:24-30 
♦ Jesus washes Apostles feet – John 13:1-5 
♦ Peter hesitant – John 13:6-11 
♦ Jesus explains washing – John 13: 12-17 
♦ Jesus predicts betrayal – Matthew 26: 20,21; Mark 14: 17,18; 

John 13: 18-21 
♦ Betrayer revealed – Matthew 26:22-25; Mark 14: 19-21; Luke 

22:22; John 13: 22-27a 
♦ Jesus sends Judas out – John 13: 27b – 30 
♦ Jesus calls for love – John 13: 31-35 
♦ Peter makes request – Luke 22:31-34; John 13:36-38 
♦ Jesus to prepare place – John 14: 1-4 
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♦ Thomas wants to know the way – John 14:5-7 
♦ Philip wants to see the Father – John 14: 8-15 
♦ Jesus promises the Holy Spirit – John 14:16-21 
♦ Judas is puzzled – John 14: 22-24 
♦ Jesus predicts return – John 14: 25-31a 
♦ Fulfilment of prophecy – Luke 22:35-38 
♦ To Mount of Olives – Matthew 26:30; Mark 14:26; Luke 22:39; 

John 14:31b 
♦ Warning about forsaking – Matthew 26:31,32; Mark 14:27-28 
♦ Peter boasts loyalty – Matthew 26: 33-35; Mark 14: 29-31 
 
 
 
Final Discourse. 
 
Only John records the final discourse of Jesus with the disciples. 
It comes as they make their way toward the Mount of Olives, just 
before they cross the Kidron valley, the eastern border of 
Jerusalem. Every word he speaks shows the burden which he 
feels in leaving these men to finish the work which he has begun. 
He encourages them in their faith and promises that in His name 
they will do great works. Again he calls them to mutual love in 
order to withstand the inevitable persecution that lies ahead. He 
explains the need of His leaving, but promises they will not be 
left alone – the Holy Spirit will be with them and will guide them 
in their mission. 
 
Jesus reminds them that joy will come from the sorrow they are 
about to bear, and then He prays. He asks for glorification, that 
God Himself might be glorified, then he prays for the 11, and 
then for all his disciples, that they might love one another and 
thereby be a continuing witness to the world.  
 
The whole discourse begins with an allegory about the vine and 
its branches as a lesson of fruitfulness through Christ. 
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Teaching of the Final Discourse: 
 
♦ Vine and branches – John 15:1-8 
♦ To love one another – John 15:9-17 
♦ Preparation for persecution – John 15:18 – 16:4 
♦ Necessity of going away – John 16:5-11 
♦ Holy Spirit’s guidance – John 16:12-15 
♦ Disciples perplexed – John 16:16-18 
♦ Joy out of Sorrow – John 16: 19-24 
♦ Speech will be made clear – John 16:25-28 
♦ Disciples express belief – John 16:29-33 
♦ Jesus prays for Himself – John 17:1-5 
♦ Jesus prays for the 11 – John 17:6-19 
♦ Jesus prays for believers – John 17:20-26 
 
Betrayal and Arrest 
 
At the end of the final discourse, there is little time left for 
solitude and reflection. Very soon, Judas will lead the officers of 
the Chief Priest to Jesus and Judas will betray Him before the 
other apostles. The stage is set for the arrest. As the time 
approaches, Jesus leads His disciples to an olive grove known as 
Gethsemane, on the Mount of Olives, just east of Jerusalem. As 
they arrive in this quiet garden, Jesus’ heart is weighed down 
with the forth coming events. He takes Peter, James and John 
and goes to an even further place of quiet, where he agonises in 
prayer with His Father. His loneliness is reinforced because he 
returns to his disciples and finds them asleep – three times. 
 
Events of the Betrayal and Arrest: 
 
♦ To Gethsemane – Matthew 26: 26-38; Mark 14: 32-34; Luke 22: 

40; John 18:1 (Wednesday Night) 
♦ Jesus prays in agony – Matthew 26:39; Mark 14: 35-36; Luke 

22: 41-45 
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♦ Jesus prays a second time – Matthew 26: 40-42; Mark 14:37-39; 
Luke 22:46 

♦ Jesus prays a third time – Matthew 26: 43-46; Mark 14: 40-42 
♦ Judas betrays Jesus – Matthew 26: 47-50a; Mark 14:43 – 45; 

Luke 22:47,48; John 18:2-3 
♦ Disciples safety insured – John 18:4-9 
♦ Peter cuts off ear – Matthew 26:50b-54; Mark 14:46-47; Luke 

22:49-51; John 18:10,11 
♦ Jesus chides arrest – Matthew 26:55 – 56a; Mark 14: 48-49; 

Luke 22: 53-53 
♦ Jesus arrested – Matthew 26:56b; Mark 14: 50-52; John 18:12a 
 
 
Wednesday Night into Thursday 
 
Trial before Sanhedrin. 
 
John records that after Jesus arrest He is taken first to Annas, 
who had been High priest from 6-15 AD, before being ousted by 
the Roman procurator Valerius Gratus. Annas continued to have 
a great deal of influence with the Jews – so it is no surprise that 
Jesus is brought there. Jesus is then sent to Annas’ son-in-law, 
Caiaphas, who has been High Priest since 18 AD. Caiaphas leads 
the Sanhedrin or the Council – the Jewish Supreme Court. It is 
made up of 71 elders from amongst the chief priests and the 
scribes. Some Council members join Caiaphas at his house in the 
late hours of the night in order to interrogate Jesus on His clams 
of Messiahship. Then, as day breaks on Thursday morning, the 
entire Council is called together in order to vote official 
condemnation. 
 
Interwoven in the trial account is the tragedy of Peter’s betrayal. 
In the garden, Peter was impulsive as ever. Now he understands 
the seriousness of the situation, and perhaps his own personal 
danger. He weakens and denies any association with Jesus – 
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three times. His later repentance and remorse and use as the 
leader of the church are in stark contrast to Judas – whose guilt 
leads him to suicide. 
 
Events of the Trail: 
 
♦ Jesus led to Annas – John 18:12b – 14 ( Jerusalem) 
♦ Peter’s first denial – John 18: 15-17 
♦ Jesus before Annas – John 18:19-23 
♦ To Caiaphas, High Priest – Matthew 26:57-58; Mark 14:53-54; 

Luke 22:54; John 18:18-24 
♦ Peter denies again – Matthew 26:69-72; Mark 14:66-70a; Luke 

22:55-58; John 18:25 
♦ Before Caiaphas and the Council – Matthew 26: 59-66; Mark 

14:55-64 
♦ Jesus is abused – Matthew 26:67,68; Mark 14:65; Luke 22:63-

65 
♦ Peter denies third time – Matthew 26:73 – 74a; Mark 14:70b-71; 

Luke 22:59-60a; John 18:26-27. 
♦ Peter weeps – Matthew 26:74b-75; Mark 14:72; Luke 22:60b-62 
♦ Council condemns Jesus – Matthew 27:1; Mark 15:1a; Luke 

22:66-71 (Early Thursday Morning) 
♦ Judas commits suicide – Matthew 27: 3-10. 
 
 
Thursday Morning - Trial before Pilate. 
 
What happens now can only be understood in the context of the 
political relationship between the Jews and their Romans 
masters. The Jews have condemned Jesus to death for blasphemy 
– because he claims to be the Son of God. But the Council cannot 
execute prisoners without the consent of Rome. But Rome will 
not see blasphemy in the way that the Jews do. That means they 
have to find more appropriate charges. The Jewish leaders, 
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therefore, accuse Jesus of sedition because of his ‘refusal’ to pay 
taxes and his claim to be the King of the Jews. 
 
Pontius Pilate – the Roman procurator and governor hears these 
charges. He rules Judea, Idumea and Samaria. He began his rule 
about the time of the ministry of John the Baptist. His main role 
was administration and the collection of taxes, but he was also 
responsible fore approving executions. He has a reputation for 
unprincipled greed and harshness. Apparently he is convinced of 
Jesus innocence and tries to distance himself from the whole 
affair. He sends Jesus to Herod Antipas (The man who killed 
John the Baptist), but Herod does not want involved either. 
Pilate then tries to release Jesus, but the crowd wants the release 
of a terrorist called Barabbas instead. A scourging does not 
placate the crowd either, and finally Pilate washes his hands of 
the matter and orders that Jesus be put to death.  
 
This whole thing takes about ten hours. 
 
The events of the trail before Pilate: 
 
♦ Jesus taken to Pilate – (Fourth Passover – April AD 30) 

Matthew 27:2; Mark 15:1b; Luke 23:1, 2; John 18: 28-32. 
(Praetorium, Thursday Morning) 

♦ Pilate questions Jesus – Matthew 27: 11-14; Mark 15:2-5; Luke 
23: 3,4; John 18: 33-38 

♦ Pilate sends Jesus to Herod – Luke 23:5-7 
♦ Jesus before Herod Antipas – Luke 23: 8-12 (Herod’s Palace, 

Thursday Morning) 
♦ Pilate’s wife sends warning – Matthew 27:19 
♦ Pilate seeks to release Jesus – Luke 23: 13-16, Praetorium, 

Thursday Morning) 
♦ Choice of Jesus or Barabbas – Matthew 27:15-18’ Mark 15:6-10; 

John 18:39 
♦ Crowd demands Barabbas – Matthew 27: 20-21; Mark 15:11; 

Luke 23: 18-19; John 18:40 
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♦ Jesus crucifixion demanded – Matthew 27: 22-23; Mark 15:12-
14; Luke 23: 20 – 23 

♦ Crown of Thorns – Matthew 27:27-30; Mark 15: 16-19; John 
19:1-3 

♦ Pilate Presents Jesus – John 19:4-6 
♦ Jesus questioned again – John 19:7-11 
♦ Play on Pilate’s loyalty – John 19:12-15 
♦ Pilate washes hands – Matthew 27: 24-25 
♦ Barabbas released – Matthew 27:26; Mark 15:15; Luke 23: 24-

25; John 19:16 
♦ Jesus is led out - Matthew 27:31; Mark 15:20; John 19:17 
♦ Simon of Cyrene – Matthew 27:32; Mark 15:21-22; Luke 23:26 
♦ Women weep for Jesus – Luke 23: 27-31. 
 
 
Thursday 9AM - Afternoon - The Crucifixion of 
Christ 
 
Sometime before noon the procession reaches the outskirts of 
Jerusalem and a crowd gathers on a little hiss called Golgotha – 
the Skull.  As Jesus is nailed to the cross and lifted up, the scene 
below is a portrait of human emotions. On one hand is the bitter 
sorrow of His family and His followers, and on the other the party 
atmosphere of the soldiers and those who have demanded his 
death. As he awaits His death, the pain and agony growing, he 
speaks to one of the two robbers crucified with Him. Then He 
sees His mother and directs John to care for her. By early 
afternoon His death is close. An unusual darkness covers the 
area, Jesus cries out His last words and yields His spirit to death. 
The significance of the moment is filled with a number of 
miraculous events that fill the people with awe.  
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Events of the Crucifixion: 
 
♦ Jesus is crucified – Matthew 27:22,34,38; Mark 15:23,25,27,28; 

Luke 23: 32-34a; John 19:18 (9AM – Noon) 
♦ Inscription on the cross – Matthew 27:37; Mark 15:26; Luke 

23:38; John 19:19-22 
♦ Soldiers cast lots – Matthew 27:35,36; Mark 15:24; Luke 

23:34b; John 19:23-24 
♦ Crowd mocks Jesus – Matthew 27: 39-44; Mark 15:29-32; Luke 

23: 35 –37 
♦ Thief asks remembrance – Luke 23: 39-43 
♦ Jesus provides for Mary – John 19:25-27 
♦ Jesus cries out – Matthew 27:45-47; Mark 15:33-35; Luke 23:44-

45a (about 3PM) 
♦ Jesus is given drink – Matthew 27:48-49; Mark 15:36; John 

19:28-29 
♦ Jesus dies – Matthew 27:50; Mark 15:37; Luke 23: 46; John 

19:30 
♦ Miraculous events – Matthew 27:51-53; Mark 15:38; Luke 

23:45b 
♦ People struck with awe – Matthew 27:54-56; Mark 15:39-41; 

Luke 23:47-49 
♦ Jesus is pierced – John 19: 31-37 
 
 
 
Thursday Afternoon – The Burial of Jesus. 
 
Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea are involved in the burial of 
Jesus. The surprise is that Joseph of Arimathea, is a member of 
the Council that condemned Jesus and a believer, yet he now 
asks for his body for burial. He will bury Jesus in Joseph’s own 
tomb. He is helped by Nicodmeus – another council member and 
the Pharisee who came to see Jesus in the dark in John 3. 
 



 
 

Confidential.  20 

Events of the Burial: 
 
♦ Joseph asks for the body – Matthew 27: 57-58; Mark 15:42-45; 

Luke 23: 50-52; John 19:38a (Garden near Golgotha) 
♦ Jesus buried – Matthew 27: 59,60; Mark 15:46; Luke 23:53-54; 

John 19: 38b – 42 
♦ Women prepare anointment – Matthew 27:61; Mark 15:47; Luke 

23: 55-56 
♦ Soldiers guard tomb – Matthew 27:62-66 (Thursday Night or 

early Friday) 
 
 
Sunday Morning – Jesus’ resurrection and 
appearances. 
 
The importance of Jesus death is coupled with the good news of 
His resurrection! He prophesied that He would live again – and if 
He did not rise His whole message would be in tatters. That very 
claim, with its obvious repercussions, has already demanded that 
the Romans guard the tomb. 
 
The events that follow are marvellous. They confirm Jesus 
relevance and credibility and they assure believers of life after 
death. The resurrection unfolds with understandable fear, 
amazement and outright disbelief on the part of the disciples – 
but it turns it joy and celebration. He is not just a spirit – He eats 
and drinks in their presence and invites them to touch the 
wounds where His hands were nailed to the cross. He appears in 
Jerusalem, but also later in Galilee. 
 
The Gospels begin their accounts as the stone is rolled away. 
Several women come to the tomb early on Sunday morning, but 
find it empty. Angels at the tomb tell them that Jesus has been 
raised from the dead and they react with both fear and joy. The 
order of events then becomes a little complex, but Mary 
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Magdalene seems to run ahead to find Peter and John, who then 
rush back with Mary to the tomb. Peter and John leave confused, 
and Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene by the empty tomb, and 
then to the other women who are still on their way back. When 
the disciples hear it, they simply cannot bring themselves to 
believe it. It appears that Jesus made a special appearance to 
Peter on the Sunday as well, which is not recorded. The other 
apostles make reference to that appearance as they are 
discussing the whole thing later that night with a disciple called 
Cleopas, to whom Jesus has appeared during the day.  Jesus 
finally appears to all the other disciples except for Thomas – a 
week later Thomas’s apparent unbelief is dealt with when Jesus 
appears to him as well. The apostles will be with Jesus several 
times in Jerusalem and further north in Galilee, before he gives 
them their apostolic commission and parting instructions. 
 
The events of Resurrection Sunday: 
 
♦ Stone rolled away – Matthew 28:2-4 (Sunday morning) 
♦ Women come to the tomb – Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1-4; Luke 

24:103; John 20:1 ( at the tomb on Sunday morning) 
♦ Resurrection announced – Matthew 28:5-7; Mark 16:5-7 
♦ Women reminded of prophecy – Luke 24:4-8 
♦ Women go away fearful – Mark 16:8 
♦ Peter and John told – John 20:2 
♦ Peter and John view tomb – Luke 24:12; John 20:3-10 (at tomb) 
♦ Jesus with Mary Magdalene – Mark 16:9; John 20:11-17 
♦ Jesus appears to women – Matthew 28:8-10 
♦ Chief Priests cover up – Matthew 28:11-15 
♦ Women tell of appearance – Mark 16:10,11; Luke 24:9-11; John 

20:18 
♦ Jesus appears to Cleopas – Mark 16:12; Luke 24: 13-27 (Road 

to Emmaus Sunday Afternoon) 
♦ Jesus identity revealed – Luke 24:28-32 (Emmaus – Sunday 

evening) 
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♦ Cleopas tells of appearance – Mark 16:13; Luke 24: 33-35; John 
20:19 

♦ Jesus appears to disciples – Marl 16:14; Luke 24:36-44; John 
20:20 (Sunday Night) 

♦ Apostles receive authority – John 20:21-23 
Thomas Doubts – John 20:24,25 
 
Later… 
 
♦ Jesus appears to Thomas- John 20:26-29 (Week after the 

resurrection) 
♦ Jesus appears to the disciples – John 21:1-14 (Some time later) 
♦ Peter re-instated – John 21:15-17 
♦ Peter’s death foretold – John 21:18-19 
♦ John’s death questioned – John 21:20-24 
♦ Jesus commissions apostles – Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:15-18 

on a mountain in Galilee. 
♦ Parting Instructions – Luke 24: 45-49 (Jerusalem, before 

Pentecost) 
♦ Jesus ascends – Mark 16:19; Luke 24: 50,51; Acts 1:6-11 
♦ Disciples return joyfully – Luke 24: 52,53; Acts 1:12-14 

(Jerusalem) 
♦ Call for replacement of Judas – Acts 1:15-22 
♦ Matthias chosen – Acts 1:23-26 
♦ Jesus preached – Mark 16:20 
 


